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Drop-off and car parking
· There is space for drop-off either on Smedley Street to access the main entrance or at the rear of County Hall on the terrace car park near to the lower ground floor accessible entrance.

· There are some accessible parking bays on Smedley Street close to the main entrance but these are not marked with transfer zones.

· There are some accessible parking bays, with marked transfer space, on the terrace car park outside the adult care block, which is a short walk from the lower ground floor accessible entrance over relatively level ground.

Entrances

· The main entrance to County Hall is off Smedley Street.  Smedley Street itself is fairly level outside County Hall but the surrounding areas of Matlock are steep so pedestrian access could be problematic although there are bus stops close by.

· Equally, the area immediately outside the lower ground floor accessible entrance is level but pedestrian access routes to it are sloping, and in some cases steep.

· There is level access into the main entrance through wide automatic entrance doors.  This entrance is at the same level as the meeting room.

· There is level access into the lower ground floor entrance off the terrace.  The entrance doors are automatic sliding.  There is a slightly sloping corridor that leads to a passenger lift and then up to the ground floor where the meeting room is located.

Reception

· There is a staffed reception at ground floor next to the main entrance and lift.  Visitors must sign in here.
· There is a hearing loop on the reception.

· The reception is accessible to wheelchair users.

· There is a waiting area with seating.

Toilets

· Toilets are clearly signposted.

· There are male and female toilets at ground floor.

· There is an accessible toilet/baby change at ground floor.

· There is a Changing Places toilet at ground floor.

Access to the meeting room

· Access to the meeting room (from reception) is either via a sloping corridor (with partial handrail support on one side) (this is the most accessible route) or via the main (level) corridor (but this leads to the stepped entrance – see below).
The meeting room

· The doors into the meeting room are automatic operated by a push pad located at low level on the corridor wall outside the room.  The doors are double and open outwards.  The clear width through both doors when open is 1250mm.  The glazing on the doors is frosted and therefore you can’t see clearly into the room from outside.
· There is a hearing loop and PA system in the room.

· The room is very large and there is plenty of space for manoeuvring.

· There are no refreshment facilities but these can be booked in advance if required.

· There is a bar (for functions) in the room, this does not have a lowered section and is at 1130mm high.

· There are low level sofas and tables around the perimeter of the room and there are also standard chairs without armrests available for use.  There are standard tables available and these provide space for wheelchair users.  None of the furniture is fixed.

· The room is well lit but the switches and controls are not easily accessible – some light switches are at a relatively low level but they are situated behind the handrail on the stairs near the secondary entrance to the room.  The full set of switches is also near the secondary entrance, high up on the wall.

· Some sockets are at low level.

· Moveable presentation equipment is available in the room.

· The window and blind controls are not easily reachable.
· The fire escape route out onto the terrace is stepped (although this can also be accessed back through the automatic entrance doors and out on to the terrace (via two sets of heavy, narrow, double doors).

· There are steps up to the stage area.

· There are steps (with handrails) up to the lobby area of the secondary entrance to the room.
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